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Meeting note 
 

Project name Thanet Extension Offshore Wind Farm 

File reference EN010084 

Status Final 

Author The Planning Inspectorate 

Date 5 June 2018 

Meeting with  Vattenfall 

Venue  Teleconference 

Meeting 

objectives  

Project update 

Circulation All attendees 

 

Summary of key points discussed and advice given 

 

Vattenfall (the Applicant) and the Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) case team 

introduced themselves and their respective roles. The Inspectorate outlined its openness 

policy and ensured those present understood that any issues discussed and advice given 

would be recorded and placed on the Inspectorate’s website under s51 of the Planning 

Act 2008 (PA2008). Any advice given under section 51 did not constitute legal advice 

upon which the Applicant (or others) can rely.  

 

Project update 

 

The Applicant advised that they are on track to submit their application on 27 June 

2018. They intend to submit their GIS shapefile imminently. The Inspectorate advised 

that any confidential environmental information should be clearly marked on both the 

digital and hard copies. The Inspectorate also asked for any USBs to be encrypted to 

help ensure compliance with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  

 

Ongoing ground investigation work 

 

The Applicant advised that they currently have three options for the onshore cable route 

but to eliminate the overground option through Pegwell Bay Country Park, intrusive 

ground investigation works are required. Negotiations are ongoing with the landowner 

(Kent County Council) and tenant (Kent Wildlife Trust) to gain access to the required 

land for survey work. The Applicant advised that they are considering submitting a s53 

application to the Inspectorate to gain access to the land if negotiations are not 

successful. 

 

The Inspectorate advised the Applicant that the Examining Authority will wish to be 

satisfied on the adequacy of the Environmental Statement (ES) and the Applicant should 

clearly set out in the application their justification as to why they consider the ES to be 

complete, and not reliant on any further surveys. 
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With regard to any s53 application, the Inspectorate advised the Applicant to look at 

Advice Note 5 on the National Infrastructure pages of the Inspectorate’s website. There 

is no statutory timescale to determine these applications but a better quality application 

is likely to be determined more quickly. The Inspectorate suggested that a separate 

meeting to discuss the potential for a s53 application should be arranged so as to better 

discuss the potential need for and implications of the request. 

 

Specific decisions / follow up required?  

 

The Inspectorate advised that they would send directions for delivery of the application 

to the Applicant. 

 

The Applicant advised that they would send information about compulsory acquisition. 

 

The Applicant would arrange a date with the Inspectorate closer to the DCO application 

submission date to discuss s53 application. 

http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/advice_note_5.pdf

